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General Marking Guidance 

  

  

• All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners must mark 

the first candidate in exactly the same way as they mark the last. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be 

rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than penalised 

for omissions. 

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not according to 

their perception of where the grade boundaries may lie. 

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark scheme 

should be used appropriately. 

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. 

Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer 

matches the mark scheme.  Examiners should also be prepared to 

award zero marks if the candidate’s response is not worthy of credit 

according to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide the 

principles by which marks will be awarded and exemplification may be 

limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the mark 

scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has 

replaced it with an alternative response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

Gen er ic Lev e l  Descr ip t o r s f o r  Pap er  2  
 

Sect io n  A:  Qu est io n  1 ( a)  
 

Tar g et :   AO2  ( 1 0  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate appropriate source m aterial, prim ary and/ or 

contem porary t o the per iod, within it s historical cont ext .  
 

 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

  

0 
 

No rewardable m aterial. 

 

1  
 

1 – 3  
 

•  Dem onst rat es surface level com prehension of the source m aterial 
without  analysis, select ing som e m aterial relevant  to the quest ion, but  
in the form  of direct  quotat ions or paraphrases. 

 

•  Som e relevant  contextual knowledge is included but  presented as 
inform at ion rather than applied to the source m aterial. 

 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is assert ive with lit t le substant iat ion. 
The concept  of value m ay be addressed, but  by m aking stereotypical 
j udgem ents. 

 

2  
 

4 – 6  
 

•  Dem onst rat es som e understanding of the source m at erial and at tem pts 
analysis by select ing and sum m arising inform at ion and m aking 
inferences relevant  t o t he quest ion. 

 

•  Contextual knowledge is added to inform at ion from  the source m aterial, 
but  m ainly to expand or confirm  m at ters of detail. 

 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry and 
with som e substant iat ion for assert ions of value. The concept  of value is 
addressed m ainly by not ing aspects of source provenance and som e 
judgem ents m ay be based on quest ionable assum pt ions. 

 

3  
 

7 – 1 0  
 

•  Dem onst rat es understanding of the source m aterial and shows som e 
analysis by select ing key points relevant  to the quest ion, explaining 
their m eaning and select ing m aterial to support  valid developed 
inferences. 

 

•  Sufficient  knowledge of the historical context  is deployed to explain or 
support  inferences, as well as to expand or confirm  m at ters of detail. 

 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry and 
based on valid criteria although just i ficat ion is not  fully substant iated. 
Explanat ion of value takes into account  relevant  considerat ions such as 
the nature or purpose of the source m aterial or the posit ion of the 
author.  



   

 

Sect io n  A:  Qu est io n  1 ( b )  
 

Tar g et :   AO2  ( 1 5  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate appropriate source m aterial, prim ary and/ or 
contem porary t o the per iod, within it s historical cont ext .  

 

 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

  

0 
 

No rewardable m aterial. 

 

1  
 

1 – 3  
 

•  Dem onst rat es surface level com prehension of the source m aterial 
without  analysis, select ing som e m aterial relevant  to the quest ion, but  
in the form  of direct  quotat ions or paraphrases. 

 

•  Som e relevant  contextual knowledge is included, but  presented as 
inform at ion rather than applied to the source m aterial. 

 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is assert ive with lit t le support ing 
evidence. The concept  of reliabilit y m ay be addressed, but  by m aking 
stereotypical j udgem ents. 

 

2  
 

4 – 7  
 

•  Dem onst rat es som e understanding of the source m at erial and at tem pts 
analysis, by select ing and sum m arising inform at ion and m aking 
inferences relevant  t o t he quest ion. 

 

•  Contextual knowledge is added to inform at ion from  the source m aterial 
but  m ainly to expand, confirm  or challenge m at ters of detail. 

 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry but  
with lim ited support  for j udgem ent . The concept  of reliabilit y is 
addressed m ainly by not ing aspects of source provenance and som e 
judgem ents m ay be based on quest ionable assum pt ions. 

 

3  
 

8 – 1 1  
 

•  Dem onst rat es understanding of the source m aterial and shows som e 
analysis by select ing key points relevant  to the quest ion, explaining 
their m eaning and select ing m aterial to support  valid developed 
inferences. 

 

•  Detailed knowledge of t he historical context  is deployed t o explain or 
support  inferences as well as to expand, confirm  or challenge m at ters 
of detail. 

 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry and 
explanat ion of weight  takes into account  relevant  considerat ions such 
as nature or purpose of the source m at erial or t he posit ion of the 
author. Judgem ents are based on valid criteria, with som e just ificat ion. 

 

4  
 

1 2 – 1 5  
 

•  Analyses the source m aterial, interrogat ing the evidence to m ake 
reasoned inferences and to show a range of ways the m aterial can be 
used, for exam ple by dist inguishing between inform at ion and claim  or 
opinion. 

 

•  Deploys well- selected knowledge of the historical context ,  but  m ainly 
to illuminate or discuss the lim itat ions of what  can be gained from  the 
content  of the source m aterial. Displays som e understanding of the 
need to interpret  source m aterial in the context  of the values and 
concerns of the society from  which it  is drawn. 

 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial uses valid criteria which are just ified 
and applied, although som e of the evaluat ion m ay not  be fully 
substant iated. Evaluat ion takes into account  the weight  the evidence 
will bear as part  of com ing to a judgem ent .  



Sect io n  B  
 

Tar g et :   AO1  ( 2 5  m ar k s) :  Dem onst rate, organise and com m unicate knowledge 
and understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the 
periods studied, m aking substant iated judgem ents and exploring 
concepts, as relevant , of cause, consequence, change, cont inuity, 
similarit y, difference and significance. 

 

 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

  

0  
 

No rewardable m aterial. 

 

1  
 

1 – 6  
 

•  Sim ple or generalised statem ents are m ade about  the topic. 
 

•  Som e accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  it  lacks range 
and depth and does not  direct ly address the quest ion. 

 

•  The overall j udgem ent  is m issing or asserted. 
 

•  There is lit t le, if any, evidence of at tem pts to st ructure the answer, and 
the answer overall lacks coherence and precision. 

 

2  
 

7 – 1 2  
 

•  There is som e analysis of som e key features of the period relevant  to 
the quest ion, but  descript ive passages are included that  are not  clearly 
shown to relate t o the focus of the quest ion. 

 

•  Most ly accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  lacks range or 
depth and has only im plicit  links to the dem ands and conceptual focus of 
the quest ion. 

 

•  An overall j udgem ent  is given but  with lim ited support  and the criteria 
for j udgem ent  are left  im plicit . 

 

•  The answer shows som e at tem pts at  organisat ion, but  m ost  of the 
answer is lacking in coherence, clarit y and precision. 

 

3  
 

1 3 – 1 8  
 

•  There is som e analysis of, and at tem pt  t o explain links between, the 
relevant  key features of the period and the quest ion, although som e 
m ainly descript ive passages m ay be included. 

 

•  Most ly accurate and relevant  knowledge is included to dem onst rat e 
som e understanding of t he dem ands and conceptual focus of the 
quest ion, but  m aterial lacks range or depth. 

 

•  At tem pts are m ade to establish criteria for  j udgem ent  and to relate the 
overall j udgem ent  to them , although with weak substant iat ion. 

 

•  The answer shows som e organisat ion. The general t rend of the 
argum ent  is clear, but  parts of it  lack logic, coherence or precision. 

 

4  
 

1 9 – 2 5  
 

•  Key issues relevant  to the quest ion are explored by an analysis of the 
relat ionships between key features of the period. 

 

•  Sufficient  knowledge is deployed to dem onst rate understanding of t he 
dem ands and conceptual focus of the quest ion and to m eet  m ost  of it s 
dem ands. 

 

•  Valid criteria by which the quest ion can be judged are established and 
applied in the process of com ing to a judgem ent . Although som e of the 
evaluat ions m ay be only part ly substant iated, the overall j udgem ent  is 
supported. 

 

•  The answer is general ly well organised. The argum ent  is logical and is 
com m unicated with clarit y, although in a few places it  m ay lack 
coherence or precision. 

 



 

 

Sect ion  A:  I n d icat iv e con t en t  

Op t ion  1 B:  Ch in a, 1 9 0 0 – 7 6  

Quest ion Indicat ive content  

1 a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their deploym ent  of m aterial in relat ion to 
the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required 
to include all the m aterial which is indicated as relevant . Other relevant  m aterial 
not  suggested below m ust  also be credited. 

Candidates are required to analyse the source and consider it s value for  an 
enquiry into the failure of Chiang Kai-shek and the Guom indang in the Chinese 
civil war of 1946–49. 

1.The value could be ident ified in term s of the following points of inform at ion 
from  the source, and the inferences which could be drawn and supported from  
the source:  

• I t  provides evidence that  Chiang Kai-shek and the GMD failed because of 
the incom petence of it s leadership ( ‘leaders had proved incapable of 
m eet ing the crisis’)  

• I t  claim s that  Chiang Kai-shek and the GMD did not  lose the civil war 
because of shortages of m ilitary supplies ( ‘not  because the Guom indang 
lacked weapons or am m unit ion that  it s arm ies lost  bat t les’)  

• I t  indicates that  the Com m unists won because they were well organised 
and had popular support  ( ‘ruthless discipline’, ‘guardians and liberators of 
the people’)  

• I t  im plies that  Chiang Kai-shek and the GMD lost  because they t reated 
their soldiers badly ( ‘arm y without  m orale’) .  

 

2. The following points could be m ade about  the authorship, nature or purpose of 
the source and applied to ascribe value to inform at ion and inferences:  

• Acheson was in charge of the invest igat ion into Sino-Am erican relat ions 
and was therefore an authority on current  events in China 

• Acheson is adm it t ing that  Am erica’s preferred side, the GMD, is 
responsible for  the loss of the civil war and enabling the Com m unists, t he 
ideological enem y, to com e to power 

• This was an official report  based on the assessm ent  of m ilitary observers 
and should provide an accurate assessm ent  of t he situat ion in China.  

 

3. Knowledge of the historical context  should be deployed to support  and develop 
inferences and to confirm  the accuracy/ usefulness of inform at ion.  Relevant  
points m ay include:  

• Even before the civil war, Chiang had m ism anaged the econom y and lost  
the support  of both the m iddle classes and the workers in GMD areas 

• The NRA was a conscript  arm y that  was poorly equipped and cruelly 
t reated leading to a high death rate and m ass desert ions 

• Chiang’s m ilitary st rategy was poor and resulted in the Nat ionalists 
fight ing in the wrong place  

• The Red Arm y had won support  in villages by it s t reatm ent  of the 
peasants and prom ises of land reform  and equalit y if it  was victorious. 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 



 

Quest ion Indicat ive content  

1 b  

 

Answers will be credited according to their deploym ent  of m aterial in relat ion to 
the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. 
 
The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required 
to include all the m aterial which is indicated as relevant . Other relevant  m aterial 
not  suggested below m ust  also be credited. 
 
Candidates are required to analyse and evaluate the source in relat ion to an 
enquiry into the im pact  of the Boxer Rebellion on the im perial governm ent  in 
China. 
  
1. The following points could be m ade about  the origin and nature of t he source 
and applied when giving weight  to selected inform at ion and inferences:  
 

• This is an official edict  and carries the weight  of the im perial house behind 
it  

• This is an im m ediate react ion to the losses sustained in the Boxer 
Rebellion and reflects the views of the im perial house at  that  m om ent  

• I t  is m ot ivated by a desire to save the im perial dynasty. 

 
2. The evidence could be assessed in term s of giving weight  to the following 
points of inform at ion and inferences:  
 

• I t  provides evidence that  the Qing dynasty is being forced to int roduce 
reform s to survive ( ‘Now things are at  a crisis point  and change m ust  
occur’)  

• I t  indicates that  the im perial governm ent  is considering int roducing 
Western reform s in order to survive ( ‘We desire them  to exam ine … 
Western governm ental system s’)   

• I t  suggests that  it  was not  the governm ent  but  the personnel that  was at  
fault  ( ‘even m ore im portant  than invent ing new system s of governance, is 
to appoint  m en who can govern well’)  

• I t  im plies that  it  does not  intend to change every aspect  of governm ent  
( ‘Without  new system s, the corrupted old system  cannot  be salvaged’) .  

 
3. Knowledge of historical context  should be deployed to support  and develop 
inferences and to confirm  the accuracy/ usefulness of inform at ion or to note 
lim itat ions or to challenge aspects of the content .  Relevant  points m ay include:  
 

• Cixi had supported the Boxers and declared war on the foreigners.  The 
defeat  of the Boxers by the Legat ion Forces had forced Cixi and the 
Em peror t o flee south 

• Cixi gradually int roduced reform s including lim ited r ights to vote in 
provincial assem blies and a Nat ional Consultat ive Council to advise the 
governm ent  in order to secure wider support  for the im perial governm ent  

• Cixi was forced to accept  the presence of foreigners in China as a result  of 
the defeat  of the rebellion.  

 
 
Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited.  

 



 

Sect ion  B:  I n d icat iv e con t en t  

Op t ion  1 B:  Ch in a, 1 9 0 0 – 7 6  

Quest ion Indicat ive content  

2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their deploym ent  of m aterial in relat ion to the 
qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive content  below is not  
prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all the m aterial which is 
indicated as relevant . 
 
Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  about  how accurate it  is to say that , in 
the years 1919–31, the m ain consequence of the May the Fourth Movem ent  was the 
rej ect ion of Confucian thought . 

The argum ents and evidence that , in the years 1919–31, the m ain consequence of 
the May the Fourth Movem ent  was the reject ion of Confucian thought  should be 
analysed and evaluated.  Relevant  points m ay include:  

• Mem bers of the May the Fourth Movem ent  blam ed Confucian thought , with it s 
deference to authority and em phasis on order, for the weaknesses that  led to 
the hum iliat ion of May 1919 

• The May the Fourth Movem ent ’s rej ect ion of Confucian thought  created a 
dist inct  break from  the Qing dynasty and ushered in a new era of Chinese 
intellectual history 

• Mem bers of the May the Fourth Movem ent  rejected the pat r iarchal t reatm ent  
of Chinese wom en and the venerat ion of the elderly in Confucianism  and 
em braced m odernity    

• The May the Fourth Movem ent  placed an em phasis on western scient ific and 
technological experim entat ion, which distanced it  from  Confucianism . 

 
The argum ents and evidence that , in the years 1919–31, the rej ect ion of Confucian 
thought  was not  the m ost  im portance consequence and/ or there were other m ore 
im portant  consequences of the May the Fourth Movem ent  should be analysed and 
evaluated.  Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The May the Fourth Movem ent  did not  int roduce reform ist  ideas and a 
rej ect ion of Confucian thought .  I t s ideas had roots in the New Culture 
Movem ent  from  the 1910s 

• The Chinese intelligentsia m aintained cont inuit ies with the Confucian t radit ion 
at  every level of life and, in spite of the May the Fourth Movem ent , 
Confucianism  rem ained an integral part  of Chinese life  

• The growth of nat ionalism  and the r ise of the GMD was a significant  
consequence of the May the Fourth Movem ent . The GMD used the radicalism  
of the m ovem ent  to prom ote it s cam paign against  the warlords 

• The rise of com m unism  and the developm ent  of CCP had it s roots in the May 
the Fourth Movem ent .  Both the CCP founder Chen Duxiu and Mao Zedong 
him self were st rongly affected by the May Fourth Movem ent . 

 
  
Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their deploym ent  of m aterial in relat ion to the 
qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive content  below is not  
prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all the m aterial which is 
indicated as relevant . 

 Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  about  how accurate it  is to say that  
the Sino-Soviet  alliance was very dam aging to developm ents in China in the 1950s 
and 1960s. 

The argum ents and evidence that  the Sino-Soviet  alliance was very dam aging to 
developm ents in China in the 1950s and 1960s should be analysed and evaluated.  
Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The Treaty of Friendship, Alliance and Mutual Assistance 1950  placed a heavy 
econom ic burden on China, e.g. the US$300 m illion provided for China was a 
loan that  had to be paid back to the USSR 
 

• As a result  of the Sino-Soviet  alliance, China was drawn in to supplying 
weapons and m aterials for  the Com m unist  side in the Korean War. China’s 
involvem ent  cam e at  a m assive cost  in term s of life and m ilitary resources  
 

• China had to pay for the upkeep of the 10,000 Soviet  technical experts and 
m ilitary that  were sent  t o China by the Soviets t o provide technical assistance 
 

• When the alliance began to collapse in 1960, the Soviet  Union withdrew its 
nuclear expert s from  China, which dam aged China’s nuclear program m e. 
 

The argum ents and evidence that  the Sino-Soviet  alliance was not  very dam aging to 
developm ents in China in the 1950s and 1960s should be analysed and evaluated.  
Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The alliance provided China with the funds she needed to begin econom ic 
m odernisat ion and 10,000 econom ic and m ilitary advisers  who played a vital 
role in establishing the first  Five-Year Plan 
 

• As part  of the agreem ent , Stalin gave Mao a list  of Com intern agents operat ing 
in China.  Mao used this inform at ion to arrest  and execute the agents that  he 
regarded as a threat  to China’s security 
 

• I n 1952 the Soviet  Union relinquished its r ights in Manchuria and in 1954, it  
offered a generous t rade package and prom ised to help China develop it s 
civilian nuclear program m e to produce nuclear energy to power China’s 
indust ry 
 

• China detonated it s first  nuclear device in 1964 and produced it s first  
hydrogen bom b in 1967.  These developm ents were largely due to the nuclear 
assistance from  the Soviet  Union in the 1950s. 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

4  

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their deploym ent  of m aterial in relat ion to the 
qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive content  below is not  
prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all the m aterial which is 
indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  about  the extent  t o which Mao’s 
agricultural policy changed in the years 1949–62. 

The argum ents and evidence that  Mao’s agricultural policy changed in the years 
1949–62 should be analysed and evaluated.  Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The init ial stages of Mao’s agricultural policy involved sharing equipm ent  and 
anim als in Mutual Aid Team s.  Later collect ivisat ion would rem ove all private 
property 

• I n the m id-1950s, Mutual Aid Team s were replaced by larger units of 30–50 
households in Agricultural Producers Cooperat ives in order to increase the 
output  of food 

• The Great  Leap Forward launched in 1958 sped up the change from  APC to full 
collect ivisat ion of agriculture in which there was no private property and 
26,000 com m unes were established across China 

• The policy regarding m ethods of product ion changed.  Tradit ional m ethods of 
farm ing were gradually replaced by m echanisat ion in the Great  Leap Forward 
and new m ethods of farm ing based on Lysenkoism  were int roduced. 

 

The argum ents and evidence that  Mao’s agricultural policy did not  change in the 
years 1949–62 should be analysed and evaluated.  Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The aim  of establishing a Com m unist  system  in the count ryside with no 
private ownership and effect ive governm ent  cont rol rem ained cont inuous 
throughout  the period 

• The intent ion to im plement  an agricultural policy that  served the needs of 
indust ry by reducing the num ber of peasants and direct ing them  to the cit ies 
to work in indust ry rem ained constant  throughout  the period 

• The policy of sending cadre-advisers to the farm s to direct  the work cont inued 
throughout  the period 

• The policy of requisit ioning agricultural produce and direct ing it  to the towns 
cont inued throughout  this period. 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 


